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KUALA LUMPUR: The school
environment is set to undergo
a drastic change. It may even
resemble a university in three
years — that is if the National
Education Blueprint
2006-2010is successfully im-
plemented.

Instead of doing heaps of

homework, primary and sec-

ondary students will be en-
couraged to do their work us-

ing PowerPoint presentations'

in class. There will be more in-
teractive work.

The Education Minisiry’s
Chief Inspector of Schools, Al-
imuddin Mohd Do, said yes-
terday this was one of the ways
to make students more cre-
ative and innovative.

“Students will be attending
more public speaking classes
so that they can build on their
confidence and communica-
tions skills,” he said.

For instance, he said, stu-
denis would have to talk on
various topics during public
speaking classes to brush up
on their language and presen-
tation skills.

“When fully- lmplemented it
(the blueprint) will result in a
massive shift in the education
system with primary and sec-
ondary students becoming
more confident and creative.

“The blueprint will help pro-
duce well-rounded students. By
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the time they enter universities,
they will have no problems
adapting to the system there,
and later onin the job market.
“If the blueprint is properly

implemented, tuition will not

be necessary as the improved
education system would en-
sure excellent students are
produced,” he added.

The ministry’s director of
Education Planning and Re-

search Division Datuk Dr

Salleh Hassan said students
from secondary and primary
schools were known to be de-’

pendent and rigid.

“That will change once the
blueprint is implemented. We
want them to be more inde-
pendent.”

Citing an example, he said
the blueprmt would produce
students! who will be on par
with those from Singapore.

“I take Singapore as an ex-
ample since it is our closest
neighbour, Compare their
Form Five students to ours,
and you will find that they dif-
fer. in many ways. They are
more international in their
thinking, while ours are not.

“In five years, I think this will
change and more of our stu-
dents will be on par with
them.”

Salleh also said that the gap
between rural and urban
schools would be reduced once
better facilities, as promised in
the blueprint, were made
available.

The student in 2010
) Self-confident

) Able to communicate well %

} Has leadership skills

b Able to speak good
English

» Won't be dependent on
tuition

} Mixes freely with students
of other races

) Studies in an environment
that is not too
exam-oriented

P Is lT~sawy
b Is creat:ve and innovative.
» Takes part in more

co-cur ricular activities

} Has no problems with
reading, writing or
counting

» More marketable

The National Education Blueprint is aimed at bringing about
a major change in the education system. Below we
compare the characteristics of a student today and
what the blueprmt promises in 2010.
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