Time is running out
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PARIS: The United Nations cli-
mate panel issued its strongest
warning yet yesterday that hu-
man activities are heating the
planet, putting extra pressure
on governments to do more to
combat _accelerating global
warming.

The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), the most authoritative
group on warming, which
groups 2,500 scientists from
more than 130 nations, pre-
dicted more severe rains,
melting glaciers, droughts and
heatwaves and a slow rise in
sea levels.

The final text of the report
said it was “very likely” —
meaning a probability of more
than 90 per cent — that hu-
man activities led by burning
fossil fuels explained most of
the warming in the past 50
years.

That is a shift from the last
report, in 2001, when the IPCC
said the link was “likely”, or at
least 66 per cent probable.

“Most of the observed in-
crease in globally averaged
temperatures = since = the
mid-20th century is very likely
due to the observed increase
in anthropogenic (human)
greenhouse gas concentra-
tions,” said the text.

The talks among govern-




ment representatives and
IPCC scientists, meeting here
since Monday, ended after
midnight after a wrangle over
rising ocean levels.

IPCC leaders will formally
unveil the results of six years’
work later.

+ A 20-page summary for pol-
icy makers outlines threats
such as a melting of Arctic sea
ice in summers by 2100 and a
slowing of the Gulf Stream.

UN officials hope the report
will prompt governments and
companies to do more to cut
emissions of greenhouse gas-
es, released mainly by burning
fossil fuels in power plants,
factories and cars.

The report also predicted a
“best estimate” that tempera-
tures would rise by between
1.8 and four degrees Celsius in
the 21st century with a likely
range from 1.1 to 6.4 Celsius.

Temperatures rose 0.7 de-
grees in the 20th century and
the 10 hottest years since
records began in the 1850s
have been since 1994.

Many European couniries

vave had their warmest Jan-

uary onrecord.

“The IPCC's latest report
provides the most conclusive
evidence to date that human
activities are causing danger-
ous climate change,” said
Camilla Toulmin, head of the
International Institute for En-
vironment and Development,
a London-based research
group.

“Time is running out to cut
greenhouse gas emissions,”
she said.

“For those who are still try-
ing to determine responsibility
for global warming, this new
UN report on climate change
is a scientific smoking gun,”
Democratic Congressman Ed-
ward Markey said.

“We ignore it at the peril of
our children and their chil-
dren,” he said.

Thirty-five rich nations have
signed the Kyoto Protocol that
sets caps on emissions of
greenhouse gases but Kyoto’s
first period runs only to 2012
and big emitters led by the
United States, China and India
have no targets. — Reuters

A dead kangaroo lying on farmer Richard Walker's property
located near the outback town of Deniliquin, Australia. The
UN climate panel issued its strongest warning yet that
human activities are heating the planet, putting extra
pressure on governments to do more to combat
accelerating global warming. — Reuters picture

WARMING PLANET

Predicted change of average near-surface air temperatures
in 2100 compared with the average 1960-1980
(scenario envisages a CO, concentration in the atmosphere
of 800 ppm* in 2100)
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The IPCC’s latest
report provides
the most
conclusive
evidence to date
that human
activities are
causing
dangerous
climate change.
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