Government quarfers and a famous school dot the street

Story and photos by DEBBIE CHAN
debbie@thestar.commy

SATWRDAY mETRg {03907 M5 34335

ALAN Cochrane is known for two reasons,
the famous Cochrane Road School and the
rows of government quarters that sit
along the road.

Huge trees and a tight-knit community give
the road a very cosy ambience, from the fresh
milk delivery guy to the security guards at the
school who's constantly on the look out for the
safety of the local community. :

The road was named after Charles Walter
Hamilton Cochrane who was the British Resi-
dent of Perak from 1929 to 1930 and the chief
secretary of the Federated Malay States' from

1930 to 1932. Cochrane was born in 1876 and
passed away in 1932. Most of the roads in the
surrounding area including Jalan Shelley take
after the names of chief secretaries who have
served the Federated Malay States.

Cochrane Road School was established in
1957, the same year our country gained inde-
pendence and became the life and soul of the
road. When if first s;ﬂfti? the school was only
a small shack surrot. a Sikh temple and
cow barns, which later become symbolic icons
in the school’s history.
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| »lt's a small area and | |
. don’t think we can
find something like
this anywhere else«
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The school had since moved to a nearby loca-
tion and is mow known as SMK Cochrane
Perkasa and the old structure is now called the
Cochrane Youth Sports Centre dedicated to the
development of young talented sportsmen. The
move re-ceived many objections initially as
many old boys of the school firmly believe that
the location of the school and the huge football
field that surrounded it embodied the true spir-
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it of the education institution.

“The football field is a place where not only
the students gather to play but also children
who live in the surrounding government quar-
ters. It was a place for the community to bond
and although it was not encouraged, most of us
would climb over the fence and make friends
with the local kids after school,” said Jacky Ooi,
a former student of the school.

Other than the school, the government quar-
ters that spotted decades-old designs also
defined the soul of Jalan Cochrane.

“Most of the homes here still look the same as
it was twenty years ago when [ went to
Cochrane Road School. The quaint designs give
it a rustic charm and most of the civil servants
who live in this area are Indians so you can see
a lot of Hindu influenced designs at their
homes;” Ooi said.

Sadly, as years went by, most of the govern-
ment quarters started showing signs of wear
and teat and some had been abandoned when
the civil servants relocated elsewhere.

However, on a recent check by Star Metro,
workers were seen repainting the houses and
construction works were carried out to repair
the few houses.

The houses were being restored to the origi-
nal design of the quarters as it was first built
some half a century ago.

“I really hope that the local community as
well as the authorities can help keep the cosy
atmo-sphere because it’s a small area and I
don't think we can find something like this any-
where else,” Ooi said.
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Charming neighbourhood: Big trees and the close-knitted community give the road a very cosy ambience.
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A facelift:
Some of the
quarters have
been repaired
and repainted.




Never too old: Some still feel the government quarters add a certain rustie charm to the
area. S : B e :



New role: What used to be
Cochrane Road School is

now the

Cochrane Youth

develop young sports talent.

Sports Centre to help



