Sememhen,
Brasgatwwy in
Irensnsadmneed

Malay people as a whols
: ous of a sense :
es amelmrdte the  real partlcrpatlon in the eco- One of the logical |mph( a-  Seremban




| Tunku left

' behind a legacy

| of peace that we
should prize and
treasure on the
50th anniversary

of our
~ independence.

[ o

It was only on new year’s
day in 1964 that Tunku Osman
Jewa, who was Tunku’s
nephew, was appointed gen-
eral and chief-of-staff of the
armed forces.

Tan Sri Mubin Sheppard, a
well-known MCS officer was
appointed director of the Na-
tional Museum and Public
Record Office. Tunku main-
tained a very close relation-
ship with all of them.

Tunku's role in mediating
the transition between colo-
nialism and independence is
|hest expressed in the following
tribute that Datuk Seri Najib

Razak pays to Tunku in his

hook Globalising Malaysia:
“When Tunku led the inde-
pendence movement and sub-
|sequent1y bhecame our first
premier, his diplomatic skills
and being an anglophile

* helped him- to reassure the

British that granting indepen-
dence lo Malaya was the right
thing to do.

“To he given freadom with-
out bloodshed is a far greater
achievement than with the
spilling of blood over the flag of
independence.

“Tunku’s affable personality
and his astute skills in negoti-
ating first and foremost with
all the ethnic groups and then
together to negotiate with
London were indispensable to
Malaya’s quest for indepen-
dence. _

“Were we to have (had)

someone different, someone

the British were suspicious of,
things could well have turned
out differently.

“Tunku, our father of Inde-
pendence, was a great
Malaysian leader who was
destined to lead us in breaking
the shackles of colonialism.”

It was Tunku's hope that
“future historians will record
our achievement in letters of
gold”.

Indeed, Tunku left behind a
legacy of peace that we should
prize and treasure on the 50th

anniversary of our indepen-:

dence.

It is important for us to un-
derstand the true significance
of our, peaceful transition to
nationhood in the light of criti-
cisms (from within and with-
out the country) to the effect
that our independence is only
“half-baked”.

As Shariff Ahmad writes in
The Great Palriol. these neo-

Signed and sealed. Tunku Abdul Rahman signing the document of Declaration of
Independence in the presence of British Secretary of State for the Colonies Alan Lenox-Boyd
in February 1956. — Pictures courtesy of Pustaka Wira Negara

ple were deliberately trying to
belittle . the Tunku's achieve-
ment by saying that the inde-
pendence he had achieved
was only a gift presented on a
silver plate. e
Human as he was, the
Tunku would fuss for a while
over the criticism, but he nev-
er forgot to remind them that
the most important thing was
the achievement of indepen-
dence itself. !

As Malaysians, we need to
be proud of the fact that oursis
the only country in the world
that achieved independence
without any bloodshed.

We should be proud of hav-
ing avoided the kind of violent
upheavals that accompanied
independence in countries
such as Indonesia.

As Shariff Ahmad rightfully
asks, “Wasit not much wiser to
achieve indenendence for the

nation without spilling the
peaple’s blood?”

That Tunku was able to
achieve so much for the coun-

-try was due to the force of his

larger-than-life  personality.
Capping it all was the one im-
portant factor — his sports-
manship.

M Article courtesy of Press
Secretariat, 50th Merdeka
Celebration



TURNING
50 MEANS...

my birthday |
throughout the year |
with the whole |
nation and the
world as it is also
Visit Malaysia Year
2007. | have come a
long way as | am
more mature and
able to see and
appreciate things
from a different
perspective. I'm
looking forward to
celebrating the next
50 years together
with the nation and
to have grown older
gracefully by then.

Chong Siew Chin
‘ lecturer
from Penang




