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KUALA LUMPUR: In the af-
termath of the Asian tsunami
in 2004, wetlands were thrust
into the nations’ conscious-
ness when people realised
how wetlands cushioned the
full force of the waves, saving
many lives.

Overnight, mangrove re-
planting and wetland rehabili-
tation projects received a boost
in funding and manpower.

Sadly, five years on, enthusi-
asm has ebbed, leaving envi-
ronmentalists frustrated.

Wetlands International
Malaysia communications of-
ficer Gabriel Chong said wet-
lands’ contribution to the ecol-
ogy remain “undervalued”.

This is evident from how
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Wetlands was signed in Ramsar, Iran in 1971
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ORLD WETLANDS DAY

World Wetlands Day today marks the date the Convention on

Also known as the Ramsar Convention, it is an intergovernmental treaty
on the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands

There are currently 158 contracting parties with 1,831 wetland
sites, totalling 170 million hectares, designated for inclusion in

the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance

Malaysia ratified the convention in 1994

There are six Ramsar sites in Malaysia

wetlands are threatened by
continuous encroachment.
“Short-term economic gains
such as logging, aquaculture
and agriculture are valued
over the long-term implica-
tions of destroying wetlands.

“With climate change upon
us, the value of these ecosys-
tems is more important and
has to be recognised.”

He suggested that the poten-
tial losses incurred from the
degradation of these ecosys-

tems be calculated in ringgit
and sen so that people better
understand the problem.
Malaysian Nature Society
executive director Dr Loh Chi
Leong said the government
must coordinate its efforts.
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“The government’s effort to
replant mangroves are appre-
ciated: however, while some
areas are rehabilitated, other
areas are threatened. Over the
years, a lot of mangrove forest
reserves have been de-
gazetted for development.”

He said awareness of the
value of wetlands might have
increased but many still think
peat swamps have no value.

“Swamps are some of the
cheapest land, which is why
they are almost always the
first to be developed.”

He said the message for
World Wetlands Day is simple:
“Wetlands are crucial for our
existence but we have not
been taking good care ofit.

“From the mangroves and
swamps at the coast and up-
stream in catchment areas,
we must take care of them.”



Wetlands are areas where -
water is the primary factor &
controlling the environments:
and the associated floraand. ™,

Tasik Bera, Pahang (34,446ha, listed on Nov 10, 1994)

= The country's first Ramsar site. i
» This alluvial peat swamp is home to almost 100 species of freshwater fish, 200

- species of birds and 68 species of mamimals.
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These areas can be natural or. = Home to the indigenous Semelai tribe which runs a community-based programimne,
artificial, permanent or arranging toufist homestay, eco-adventure and cultural programmes.
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_ Wetlands associated with lakes
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Wetlands along rivers and
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