rd flu death in US

Costa Rica reports first victim, China its first suspected case

SEATTLE: The number of
swine flu-related deaths
outside Mexico has inched
up to five with the United
States reporting its third fa-
tality and Costa Rica its first,
both involving men who also
had underlying illnesses.

The number of confirmed
cases of the infection in the
US has risen to 2,532 in 44
States, the Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC) reported yesterday.

With 278 new cases, the
CDC said 44 States of the
nation’s 50 States as well
as the capital, Washington,
have now been affected.

Washington State health
officials said the victim
there was a man in his 30s
who had underlying heart
conditions and viral pneu-
monia when he died last
Thursday from what ap-
peared to be complications
from swine flu. The State
Health Department said in a
statement on Saturday that
swine flu was considered a
factor in his death.

“We're working with lo-
cal and Federal partners to
track this outbreak,” said
Washington State Health
Secretary Mary Selecky.

The man was not further
identified. He began show-
ing symptoms on April 30
and was treated with anti-
viral medication. Dr Gary
Goldbaum, Snohomish
Health District medical di-
rector, said medical officials
hadn’t been able to isolate
any “risk factors” for the
man to identify where he
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might have been exposed.

The death of a 53-year-old
man in Costa Rica last Sat-
urday was the first involv-
ing swine flu outside North
America. He also suffered
from diabetes and chronic
lung disease, the Health
Ministry said.

Most of the victims in
Mexico, where 48 people
with swine flu have died,
have been adults aged 20
to 49, and many had no re-
ported complicating factors.

Previously, US authorities
reported swine flu deaths of
a toddler with a heart defect
and a woman with rheuma-
toid arthritis, and Canadian
officials said the woman
who died there also had oth-
er health problems but gave
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no details.

Mexico has been gradu-
ally - lifting a nationwide
shutdown of schools, busi-
nesses, churches and soccer
stadiums.

But an upswing in sus-
pected — though not con-
firmed — cases in parts of
Mexico prompted authori-
ties in at least six of the
country’s 31 States to delay
plans to let primary school
students return to class to-
day after a two-week break.

Mexican health authori-
ties released a breakdown of
the first 45 of the country’s
48 flu deaths that showed
that 84 per cent of the vic-
tims were between the ages
of 20 and 54. Only 2.2 per
cent

were immune-de-
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pressed, and none had a his-
tory of respiratory disease.

In Canada, five new cases
were reported yesterday,
bringing the total number
of people infected with the
virus nationally to 286.

< In Asia, a Chinese man
returning from studying at
a US university has become
the first suspected case of
swine flu in mainland Chi-
na, the Health Ministry said
yesterday.

The ministry 1dent1ﬁed
the patient as a 30-year-
old student surnamed Bao
studying at an unspemﬁed
US school.

If confirmed, Baos_case
would be the first in the
mainland and China’s second
_in the global outbreak. — QP/



