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Ministry studies possibility
of school health screenings

B By Farrah Naz Karim
farrah@nst.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: Health screen-

ings will be imposed on
schools if the influenza A
(H1N1) threat there increases.

Health Minister Datuk Deri
Liow Tiong Laisaid his officers
and that of the Education Min-
istry were studying ways of
administrating the process.

“I have directed the direc-
tor-general of my ministry to
identify preventive measures,
including the likelihood  of
screening all teachers and stu-
dents for early detection of the
virus.

“The process, once imple-
mented, will be thorough.
However, there is no spread of
the virus among schools now,”
he said after launching the
10,000 Steps Campaign to Re-
duce Non-Communicable Dis-
eases here yesterday.

Present were his deputy,
Datuk Rosnah Rashid Shirlin,
the ministry’s secrelary-gen-
eral, Datuk Seri Mohd Nasir
Mohd Ashraf, and director-
general Tan Sri Dr Mohd TIs-
mail Merican.

Liow was earlier asked if the
ministry would put in place
the screening process in
schools following the con-
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* He said there wasno need to
close the school unless the
girl’s schoolmates were infect-
ed with the virus. .

Meanwhile, the Education
Ministry said it would leave it
to the Health Ministry when it
came to the HIN1 influenza
involving school students, as it
was the lead agency on the v s
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