Top scorers listis back

By KAREN CHAPMAN
educate@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: The practice of listing
top students who excel in the Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) is back after
an absence of a few years.

This year, Gladys Tan Yee Kim from
SMK Green Road in Kuching emerged
the top SPM student in the country
with a score of 10A+'s.

The practice was stopped as the min-
istry was moving towards a more holis-
tic education system and there were
suicide cases involving several students
who did not perform well in public
examinations.

Announcing the list, Education direc-
tor-general Tan Sri Alimuddin Mohd
Dom added that the country's top
school was SM Sains Seremban (see
list).

He said a total of 7,987 students
obtained a combination of A+, A and
A- in all the subjects taken in the SPM
last year, adding that 214 students
from government schools and 41 stu-
dents who were either from private
schools or private candidates, obtained
A+ in all subjects taken.

“We have implemented a more
detailed grading system starting from
last year’s SPM and an A+ grade is con-
sidered a super distinction,” he fold
reporters when announcing the analy-
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' NEW GRADING svsrm
' FOR SPM 2009

New Grade Old Grade

A+ (Superdistinction) =

A (H!ghdlstlnctlon) 1A Distinction
A-_(Distinction) 2A 3
B+ (Supercredit) 8B

B (High credit) 4B ;
G+ (Uppercredit)  fBC . "t
C _ (Credit) ioC

D (Upper pass) WD | pass
E_(Pass) AERER
G (Fail) QG Fa{l

* Source: Educatmn Ministry mGRAPH'CS@ZOID
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sis of the SPM and Sijil Tinggi Agama
Malaysia (STAM) 2009 results at the
ministry yesterday.

Alimuddin added that A+ was the
highest possible gradF which meant
students would have scored more than
90% in the subject seq chart).

Students are now graded accordmg
to A+ A, A-, B+ B, C+ C, D, E and G
compared to prev10hsly when the
grades were from 1A to 9G.

On the number of subjects taken by
students, he said 3,052 students sat for
10 subjects, 2,230 took 11, 1,700 took
nine while only one student took 17,
four took 16, and 13 took 15.
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Alimuddin said 538 students with
special needs were among the 465,853
who sat for the SPM.

He said Ng Jin Lui from SMK Gajah
Berang in Malacca, who is visually
impaired, was the top special needs
student in the country with four A+'s,
three A’s and four A-'s.

In Science, English and Moral
Education, Alimuddin said rural stu-
dents did better than their urban coun-
terparts.

For the overall results, Alimuddin
said 364,046 students obtained the
SPM certificate this year compared to
347,443 in 2008.

Of the total who obtained the certifi-
cate, 199,155 passed all their subjects
compared to 181,419 in 2008.

On the overall achievement of
schools for SPM in relation to National
Key Result Areas, Alimuddin said a
majority of them were in the excellent,
good and moderate categories.

“About 143 (6.7%) of the schools are
in the ‘with potential category’,” he
said.

Meanwhile, he said 3,138 students
obtained the STAM certificate with
the minimum grade of Magbul
(Pass).

“Their achievements mean they will
be able to obtain a place at Al-Azhar
University in Egypt and other institu-
tions,” he said.
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' TOP 10 SPM 2009 LIST

10 students
Name

School

1) Gladys Tan Yee Kim

2) Grace Kiew Sze-Ern

3) Khadijah Ahmad Jais

4)| Akmal Hidayat Sabri

5) Syamilah Mahali

6)| Amelia Lee Wei Ling

7) Nur Syahadah Muhamad

8)! LaiYin Kwin
9) Corinne Gunn Huey Min
10) Hu May Khei

_ Special students

SMK Green Road, Kuching

SMK (P) Sri Aman, Petaling Jaya
SM Agama Persekutuan, Labu
SMK Derma, Kangar

Kolej Tunku Kurshiah, Seremban
SMK Taman Melawati, Gombak
SM Sains Tengku Muhammad
Faris Petra, Kota Baru

SMK Tinggi Melaka, Malacca
SMK Taman Melawati, Gombak
SMK Convent, Taiping

1) NgJin Lui

2) TeohBeeKah

3) Tan Bing Xuan

4) Ahmad Rahimi Sudin

SMK Gajah Berang, Malacca
SMK Convent Pulau Tikus, Penang |
SMK Ave Maria Convent, Ipoh
‘SBPI Kuantan, Kuantan

10 schools i
___ School Location
1) SM Sains Seremban Seremban
2) Kolejlslam Sultan Alam Shah Klang
3) Sekolah Berasrama Penuh Gombak
Integrasi (SBPI) Gombak
4) Sekolah Tun Fatimah Johor Baru
5) SM Sains Alam Shah Kuala Lumpur
6) SBPIRawang Rawang
7) SM Sains Muar Muar
8) SBPITemerloh Temerloh
9) SMK Infant Jesus Convent Johor Baru
10) Kolej Tunku Kurshiah

Seremban

Source: Education Ministry




