PM: Time for negotiations over

MAJOR ASSAULT: e
Move to preserve
nation's sovereignty
and peace

KUALA LUMPUR

ALAYSIA will now use all
its might to defend its
sovereignty and maintain

peace after exhausting all possible
options, including accommodating
an extended time frame, to allow
the terrorists in Sabah to retreat.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak said the government’s initial
stance of allowing a window of
negotiations between the Sulu ter-
rorists and Malaysia was now of-
ficially over.

“Our berhemah (courteous)
stance initially was to prevent
bloodshed in Sabah, whether they
involved Malaysians or the intrud-
ers. ButTam disappointed that our
sincere and good intention was
met with the shooting and murder
of our police personnel.

“Asthe head of the government, I
have decided that the time to give
any consideration to
this (crisis) has ended
and we need to act with : LS ; -
all our might because An armoured vehicle leaving Kampung Tanduo, Lahad Datu, after taking part in the mission to flush o
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and peace, we will not : §
allow an inch of

Malaysia’s land to be at
stake or encroached on
by anyone.” :

Najib, in addressinga =
crowd of 16,000 who attended the
Perhimpunan Perdana Ulama-
Umara+Asnaf gathering of reli-
gious scholars and leaders at Sta-
dium Putra, Bukit Jalil, here, yes-
terday, was sombre when he dis-
closed this.

He said security forces were in
the midst of a major air and land
assault operation, which included
the deployment of aircraft, ar-
moured vehicles and use of mor-
tars against the terrorists in Lahad
Datu, where the first two killings of
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: ' police commandos had oc-
¢ curred on Friday.

:  “Even as I speak, the
: Malaysian army and police
i personnel in armoured ve-
" hicles, as well as other per-
sonnel trailing the vehicles, are
tracking those who had violated
the country’s sovereignty.”

He said he was confident
Malaysians were fully behind the
government’s decision for a mil-
itary strike.

Eight security personnel were
killed in separate armed raids in-
volving terrorists claiming to be
descendants of the Sulu sultanate
at two locations in Sabah since
Friday.

Najib also honoured the eight

security personnel killed by lead-
ing the crowd in a recital of the al
Fatihah.

He read out their names and
shared how he felt the
grief of the men’s next
of kin.

“May their souls be
blessed and placed

“There are people

heartbreaking to go to the airport
to receive the bodies of these na-
tional heroes.

“When I faced the widows and
their children, 1 was
very sad. One of them
was pregnant. The
son, aged 5 or 6, told
me his father was

among the syuhadah who dare to bombed... as if his fa-
(martyrs) and the accuse the i ther would come
faithful.” government of ¢ back”

Najib also shared PR g Najib also took a
how affected he was orchestratmg It. swipe at the opposi-
when he met the wid- Datuk Seri tion for accusing the
ows and children of Najib Razak government of being

the fallen heroes.

“The intrusion into
Malaysia by foreign groups has led
to the death of our soldiers. It is

behind the crisis.
“There are people
who dare to accuse the government
of orchestrating it. I don’t know

Manila, KL agree to label Sulu gunmen as

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia and the
Philippines yesterday agreed that
the Sulu gunmen who killed eight
Malaysian security personnel in the
east coast of Sabah be labelled as
“terrorists”.

Foreign Affairs Minister Datuk
Seri Anifah Aman said Malaysia
considered the gunmen as terrorists
following the atrocities and brutal-
ities committed in the killing of two
Malaysian policemen in Lahad Datu

and six in Semporna.

“Philippine Foreign Affairs Secre-
tary Senator Albert F. Del Rosario
agreed that this group be labelled as
terrorists.

“Malaysia also needs the clarifi-
cations about the law that these ter-
rorists will be charged with in the
Philippines and for the law to be
studied by our attorney-general,” he
said in a statement.

Anifah said action must be taken

against Sulu sultan Jamalul Kiram
III for his statements inciting hatred
and violence.

During their meeting on Monday,
Anifah said Del Rosario had givenan
assurance that the Philippine gov-
ernment would charge the Sulu
group involved in the Sabah inci-
dent.

However, the matter discussed
was still subject to the final approval
by both governments.

He added that the meeting was
also to convey Malaysia’s appreci-
ation of the stance taken by the
Philippine government and Presi-
dent Benigno Aquino in calling on
the terrorists to surrender and re-
turn to their families and homes.

“We (Malaysia) have tried our best
to persuade them to leave.

“We had offered a peaceful solu-
tion and extended the deadlines sev-
eral times. Unfortunately, the group

what to say to people like these.
Human beings don’t talk like that,
so heartless and despicable.”

“What kind of human is this? It’s
such a vile thing to have come out
of someone’s mouth.”

The government on Monday is-
sued a legal notice to Parti Keadilan
Rakyat vice-president Tian Chua
for associating the attacks in Sabah
with Umno.

Umno secretary-general Datuk
Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor
had said a lawyer’s notice was
issued to Tian Chua to retract the
statement, which described the
Lahad Datu attacks as a “planned
conspiracy of the Umno govern-
ment” to divert attention and in-

- timidate the people.

‘terrorists’

chose to attack and kill our security
personnel last Friday and Saturday.”

He also told Rosario that Malaysia
wanted to see an end to the stand-off
as soon as possible.

Rosario was also informed that
Malaysia understood the Philip-
pines’ positions to resolve the sit-
uation.

“(Still) we have a responsibility to
protect our interest, our security and
our peace.



