Camps split over guilty verdict

IPOH: The scene outside the High
Court here was one of contrast after
the judge delivered the guilty ver-
dict in former Perak exco member
Paul Yong's rape trial.

On the part of the Indonesian
Embassy’s first secretary, Junjungan
Sigalingging, he said the embassy
was satisfied with the decision, add-
ing that it showed the legal system

was able to bring justice.

“We had high expectations that
the trial could bring the perpetra-
tors to justice.

“Today, we are grateful to God,
and we highly appreciate the judge
who has shown wisdom and fair-
ness in presiding over the case,” he
said.

But it was a different scene for

Yong's supporters.

They had seemed stoic at the
beginning but became dejected
after Justice Abdul Wahab

Mohamed delivered the verdictand

sentence.

Yong arrived at about 9.15am
with his wife Too Choon Looi and
Buntong assemblyman A.
Sivasubramaniam.
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: AnIndonesian domestic helper
: lodged a police report alleging

rape trial timeline

April 7

Raja Permaisuri-Bainun Hospital
obstetrics and gynaecology
specialist Dr Nilawati Isha told
court that the Indonesian maid
had two fresh tears and signs of
: abrasions on her vagina.
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Yong gets 13 years’
jail and rotan
for raping maid

Judge grants stay of execution
for Tronoh rep’s lawyers to appeal

By MANJIT KAUR and IVAN LOH
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

IPOH: For raping his Indonesian
domestic helper three years ago, a
High Court here sentenced Tronoh
assemblyman Paul Yong to 13 years
in jail and two strokes of the cane.

In the dock, Yong, wearing a black
suit, looked composed when the
guilty verdict was delivered by
Justice Abdul Wahab Mohamed.

In meting out the sentence yester-
day, Justice Abdul Wahab said the
court found the 52-year-old former
state executive council member
guilty of the crime after considering
all the evidence and witness state-
ments submitted.

He said the defence had failed to
raise reasonable doubt against the
prosecution’s case.

“As the employer, you should be
protecting her, especially when she
has come from a different country,
and not act according to your lust.

“This is a case where the proverb
Harapkan pagar, pagar makan padi
(trusting someone who ends up
betraying us) fits.

“The court takes into considera-
tion the public interest of this case,
and a lesson not only to the accused
but also to those who have the
intention of committing a similar
crime. -

_ “A deterrent sentence will serve
as a warning as cases of rape are on
the increase. [ am sentencing you to
13 years in jail with two lashes of
the cane,” he said. .

In' his 45-minute judgment,
Justice Abdul Wahab said the court
found the victim to be a credible
witness, honest and convincing.

He said the court could not accept
the argument that the victim made
up stories about her being raped.

“The court also finds elements of
afterthought from the witnesses
produced by the defence, especially
in the time frame as to what
occurred on the night of the inci-
dent, just as the accused, his wife

and a friend had returned from

Kuala Lumpur.

“The court also agrees with the
prosecution that there was no con-
crete evidence or information that
the accused was a victim of a politi-
cal ploy and had enemies, as raised
by the defence, which is baseless,”
he said, adding that these argu-
ments could not be proven.

Justice Abdul Wahab said -the
court agreed with the prosecution
that the points raised by the defence,
that the victim knew the person
who took her to the police station,
were merely bare claims.

“It was her first time in Malaysia
to work, and to earn a living when

she started working in the house of
the accused, she never mixed or
talked to strangers,” he added.

‘Yong’s lead counsel, Datuk Rajpal
Singh, during mitigation said his
client was married with four chil-
dren and was the sole breadwmner
of the family.

Salim Bashir, another of Yong's

counsel, said his client was a

politician and assemblyman for nine
years who-did_a:lot of charity work.

“The case’ does not involve an
underage victim, or incest,” he said,
adding that no blood was shed.

State prosecution director Azlina
Rashdi asked for a deterrent sen-
tence due to the nature and gravity
of the crime.

“The trauma that the victim went
through will haunt her for life, espe-
cially when she was threatened
when the incident took place.

“As a leader, the accused should
be portraying a good example, and
not demean the dlgmty of a per-
son,” she added.

Rajpal informed the court that
they would be filing an appeal to
the Court of Appeal and requested a
stay of execution, which the judge
granted.

Justice Abdul Wahab also
increased the current bail to
RM30,000 from the initial RM15,000
as requested by Azlina with one
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PaulYong of raping her at his
. house in Meru, Ipoh.

O July9

Yong was arrested by the police
and had his statement recorded
before being released on bail.

O Aug 23
Yong was charged and claimed
trial at the Ipoh Sessions Court.

Nov 26

Judicial commissioner Datuk
Mohd Radzi Harun denied
Yong's application to transfer
the case to the |poh High Court.
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O Feb10

Court of Appeal dismissed
Yong's appeal to transfer the
case to the [poh High Court.

Dec 15 ;

The Federal Court allowed
Yong's final appeal to have the
case transferred to the Ipoh
High Court.

Dec 21

The Ipoh High Court sets nine -

days starting March 30, 2021, to
hear the case.
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Q April 5
: After several postponements,
i the trial starts.
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O April 8

Trial postponed to June and July
after three witnesses had to go
under quarantine for Covid-19.

Q July13
i The Indonesian maid testifiedin
: closed court.

O Aug18

Department of Chemistry. DNA
Forensic Division director Nor
Aidora Saedon testified that no
semen stains were found on the
clothing and other items taken
from Yong's house.

Dec 7

The High Court ordered Yong to
enter his defence after concluding
that the prosecution team had
proven prima facie.

Feb 15 and 16

Case postponed after Yong and
his wife became Covid-19 close
contacts and had to be quaran-
tined.

O March 16

Yong took to the stand, maintain-
ing his innocence and said that he
was a victim of a political ploy.
His wife, Toe Choon Looi, also
testified that her husband never
raped the domestic helper. - -

O July 27
Ipoh High Court found Yong guilty
and sentenced himto 13 years in
jail and two lashes of the cane.
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surety, and ordered Yong to surren-
der his passport

Yong posted bail.

On Dec 7 last year, Yong was
ordered to enter his defence after
Justice Abdul Wahab ruled that the
prosecution had successfully prov-
en a prima facie case against Yong.

On Aug 23, 2019, Yong claimed
trial at the Ipoh Sessions Court on a
charge of raping his then 23-year-
old domestic helper. The offence
was allegedly committed in a room
on the top floor of his house in Meru
Desa Park between 8.15pm and
9:.15pm on July 7 that year.

I 2020, the Federal Court allowed
Yong’s appeal to transfer the case

from the Sessions Court to the High
Court. ]

Yong was a former exco member
during the tenure of the Pakatan
Harapan leadership in the state.

He quit DAP after Perikatan
Nasional formed the Perak govern-
ment in March 2020.

He then joined Parti Pribumi

‘Bersatu Malaysia in December

2020, before quitting and joining
Parti Bangsa Malaysia early this

year.
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