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DESPITE COVID ECONOMY
MALAYSIA BOLEH



People in Labuan,
Kuala Lumpur

and Putrajaya the
happiest folks in the
country, shows poll

ADIB POVERA
PUTRAJAYA
news@nst.com.my

ESPITE growing con-
cerns over the economic
uncertainties brought
about by the Covid-19
" pandemic, Malaysians in general
remained a happy lot.

This was what the Statistics De-
partment found in the first ever
Malaysia Happiness Index (MHI).
For 2021, 42,446 respondents liv-
ing in 16,000 places nationwide
were surveyed.

Chief statistician Datuk Seri Dr
Mohd Uzir Mahidin said the find-
ings showed that people in the
country were generally happy,
with the overall happiness index
standing at 6.48.

According to the survey, people
in Labuan were the happiest, with
a score of 9.9. It was followed by
~ Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya at

7.77 and 7.28, respectively.

Selangor and Melaka.were the
only states with a happiness in-
dex score of six or below. Selangor
had the lowest score at 5.73.

Uzir said the survey outcome
was based on 73 indicators divid-
ed into 13 components, namely
family, housing and environment,
social participation, health, com-
munication, education, working
life, income, public safety, time
use, religion and spirituality, cul-
ture and emotional experience.

Speaking at the tabling of the
MHI 2021 here yesterday, Uzir said
happiness levels were divided into
five categories — “very happy” for
scores between 8.01 and 10.00,
“happy” for score between 6.01
and 8.00 and “moderately happy”
for scores between 4.10 and 6.00.

Scores between 2.01 and 4.00
are categorised as “unhappy” and
scores at 2.00 and below are cat-
egorised as “very unhappy”.

Uzir said of the 13 components,
income had the lowest score, but
it remained in the “happy” level
of 6.04.

“The survey was carried out ata
time when the country was still
facing the challenges brought
about by Covid-19 and people were
uncertain about their situation.”
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He said the survey showed that
rural folk were slightly happier
than urban folk and women, at a
score of 6.49, were slightly hap-
pier than men, at 6.46.

Of the 13 components, women
scored higher than men in nine,
namely family, social participa-
tion, health, communication, ed-
ucation, income, time use, reli-

gion and spirituality and culture.

Men scored higher in working
life, public safety and emotional
experience.

Both genders scored the same
in the housing and environment
components.

The survey found that married
people, with a score of 6.48, were
slightly happier than people who
were divorced or separated, at 6.47.
Widowers had ascore of 6.40.

Malaysians and non-Malaysians
were generally happy last year, at
scores of 6.49 and 6.32, respec—
tlvely

“They was no significant gap in
the happiness index score for
Malaysians and non-Malaysians
in the country. This shows there
is no discrimination and that the
country upholds inclusivity.”
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