Major KL areas hit-by more flash floods the day after

PETALING JAYA: Kuala Lumpur

residents still traumatised by

Monday's flash floods became anx-
ious once more when several areas
in the city were inundated after a

heavy downfall yesterday evening.

The two-hour downpour brought
traffic to a halt after the city centre
saw waters rising.

The affected areas included the
Bank Rakyat-Bangsar LRT station,
Taman Desa, Jalan Kuchai Lama,

Jalan. Cheras, Jalan Yhacob Latif,
Jalan Pudu, Jalan Tun Razak, Jalan
Kinabalu and Bulatan Hjshamuddin,
the Kuala Lumpur nformation
Department said in a tweet,

. Traffic flow in Jalan Cheras was

temporanly disrupted, with flood- -

waters reaching knee level.
Fortunately, the flopds. subsided
within an hour. _
Social media was abuzz with the
public sharing pictures, videos and

their worries.

“The flood has subsided, but I am
still too scared to go home: I was
panicking yesterday, and I am feel-
ing the same today. Hopefully, there
won’'t be any new flash flood
drama,” said a Twitter user who
goes by the handle Aherherher.

Another Twitter user, itnot-
realme, had the same fear:.

“I am hungry, Alhamdullilah, it

" didn’t rain in Shah Alam this

evening, I am going back to Puchong
- hopefully, it doesn’t rain; I'm

scared that the area might get flood- .

ed again,” she said.

Others were ‘glad that their hous-
ing areas were safe this time
around.

“Alhamdullilah, my housing area
is not affected by the flood,” said
Twitter user Marie.

Meanwhile,
Perak were also inundated.

several areas in

Twitter user Rasul Shamsuddin
shared an 18-second video - of
muddy. waters overflowing in
Kampar.

Khairun Nasuha shared a picture
of an area being flooded near Pekan
Batu Gajah.

“Pekan Batu Gajah is flooded too
... it has been long since we experi-
enced a flood like this. Luckily our
house is still safe and we are hope-
ful the rain will not continue.”
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No more ta

Ik, time to tackle floods’

Govt urged to solve worsenlng |ssue as many suffer for the second time

By ALIZA SHAH
and IYLIA MARSYA ISKANDAR
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Enough. talk,
just solve the worsening flood issue
once and for all.

Those were the words of Hana
Shamsuddin, 30, after the shock of
seeing her brand new Perodua
Bezza submerged in a flash flood
that hit the Wisma UOA 2 building
on-Monday.

Many other locations in the Klang
Valley were affected too.

For Hana, it was ]Jke a holt out of
the blue. ;

“It happened too fast, I have
no idea where all this water
came from, but within 30 minutes

or so, everything had been sub- .

merged. Then, in just over two min-
utes, all the water was gone,” the
insurance agent said.

Prior to the heavy rain, Hana said
she heard the thunder and
felt the strong wind, but didn’t think
the situation- was going to be that
bad.

“I didn’t expect this. Who would
think flooding could be this bad in
the middle of Kuala Lumpur?

“There’s nothing I can do now but
to quickly send my car to a work-
shop,” she said, adding that most
workshops were already fully
booked.

Hana pleaded with the authori-
ties to address the issue. ]

“We have experienced floods a

few times, but now it is getting.

more frequent. In fact, this is the
worst I have seen.

“l am. disappointed with® the
building management who failed to
alert us when the water started ris-
ing. We are paying for the parking
service after all.

“T also hope the government will
relook its town planning and invest
in a better flood alert system,” she
said.

As  for Asmawi Amin, 43,
Monday’s flood has left him ponder-
ing whether he should move out of
Kampung Baru Sri Puchong, the

place where he grew up.

“] feel things will get worse
because Sungai Klang has almost
reached its capacny,” said the father
of six.

Asmawi was emptying his house
of furniture with a few of his friends
when met by reporters -from The
Star. .

“I think I'might as well sit on
coconut leaves,” he joked.

“These sofas are what's left from
the previous (December) floods. My
washing machine, refrigerator,
newly-bought blender, and even

my children’s schoolbooks are all

: “El_a!ch the video

Car pooling

of a different
kind: Many cars,
like this one,
were submerged
in water during
the flash floods
in Klang Valley,
with repairs
expected to

cost a hefty sum:
— CHAN TAK
KONG/The Star

StarTV.com of

gone,” said Asmawi, who survives
doing odd jobs.

He suggested that the govem—
ment build flood barriers in the

hardest-hit areas.
“But flood walls and barriers are,

a short-term solution. For the long
term, maybe they can start deepen-
ing the river,” he added.

Another victim, Mohd Azman B
Majudi, 54, had thought that he
could breathe easy for a few years
after the December floods.

“They say floods happen once in
20 years, so I thought we would be
okay.

* “We had just reached from our
hometown in Bagan Datuk, Perak,
that morning. We could not move
anything. I could only save one tele-
vision set,” said, Azman, whese
Perodua Kancil, which was sub-
merged in December,_was under
water again.

“My clothes and even my work
shoes are gone, so I had to request
for additional leave,” he said.

Norazila Ibrahim, 47, said she
was having tea when water started
to come into her house at Kampung
Sri Andalas, Puchong.

Norazila, who had just cleaned
her house when met yesterday, said
authorities should upgrade the
drainage system in the area.

“The water came in very quickly,
the ditch in front of our house start-
ed to overflow and that was the
main cause of the flood,” said the
housewife.

Nurul Farahhannan Baharudin,
31, who lives in Kampung Tengah,
Puchong, is another person who
can’t sleep every time it rains at
night.

Farahhannan, who lost over
RM100,000 in the previous flood,
said the waters only receded after
9pm on Monday.
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See StarMetro



