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Boulders falin as a vehicle egotiares a road duringan earthqa in Buk, Mountain vince, the Philtpineé,estrday. AP PIC

7.1 MAGNITUDE

POWERFUL QUAKE JOLTS PHILIPPINES




4 dead and 60 hurt
as tremors collapse
buildings in
northern Luzon

MANILA™

POWERFUL 7.1 magni-
tude earthquake struck
the northern Philippine
island of Luzon yester-

day, killing four people, damag-
ing buildings and sending strong

tremors through the capital here. .

Two people were Kkilled in
Benguet province, one in Abra
province, and one more in an-
other province, Interior Secretary
Benjamin Abalos said. -

Sixty people were injured.

The quake struck about 11km
southeast of the town of Dolores
at a shallow depth of 10km, ac-

cording to the United States Ge-
ological Survey data.

“Despite the sad reports about
the damages caused by the earth-
quake, we are assuring quick re-
sponse to those in need and af-
fected by this calamity,” Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr said.

The quake hit close to the Mar-
cos family’s political stronghold.

Renato Solidum, director of the
state seismology agency, told
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DZRH radio station that strong
aftershocks were expected.

Abalos said 173 buildings were
damaged and 58 landslides re-
ported, with 44 of the 60 injured
in Abra province.

A hospital in Abra province was
evacuated after the building par-
tially collapsed but there were no
casualties reported there.

Abra Vice-Governor Joy
Bernos posted photos of the dam-

aged Abra hospital on Facebook, |
which showed a gaping hole in its
facade.

Other photos showed hospital .
beds, including one with a pa-
tient, being wheeled across a road
and evacuated hospital staff.

The quake also damaged her-
itage buildings in the city of Vi-
gan, known for its old Spanish™
colonial architecture, on the west
coast of Luzon.

Tourist Edison Adducul said he
was taking photos of the Bantay
Church Bell Tower in Vigan when
the quake struck, shaking the tow-
er for up to three minutes. ‘

Senator Imee Marcos said sev-
eral churches were damaged.

“The antique bricks and coral
stones fell down from the Bantay
Bell Tower,” she said.

The quake was- also felt here,
where people were forced to flee
from the 30th floor of one building,
and the city’s metro rail systems
were halted at rush hour. Reuters



