mg that more voters:
“be éncouraged to exercise
their right to'elect

ents mstead of havmg to'rely

on postal services to de]lver the

allats,” he says.
International Islamic

_University Malaysia law profes-

. sor Prof Nik Ahmad Kamal says

‘2000000

E voter mrnout depend L0n any'.

severely comproniised }jy"cyb_erat- 3

o tacks, s

Internatmnal Islamic University

o Malaysia (IIUM) political analyst
- ‘Prof Datuk Seri Dr Syed Arabi Syed

Abdullah 1did says it is beneficial
to have evoting but: anlemennng
it will be' problematic.

fWe need the infrastructure,
facilities, manpower. management
and the money,

“Currently; we'do not have them
and may not have them even in

.‘GElG,"h says, referrmg to the .
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“Af the moment, the EC has
made any decision yet since the

study is still ongoing,” the cormmis-

sion tells Sunday Star.. ..
- With Covid-19 cases-still spread-
ing, some have previously called
on the election authority to intro-
duce evoting to prevent crowded
polling stations, ; .
. To this; the EC says, “We will :
work closely with the Health
Ministry and the National Secuxity
Council to-ensure the proper:
Covid-19 standard operating pro- -
cedure is in place for GE15 (15th
General Election).”

For now, the ECiis focusingion : -

preparations for the general elec-

tion, which must he held by -
September 2023 at:the latest.

AUSTR
m Ne

‘in the number of polling tentres, -
" stations, election officials; IDg‘lStl- i

. upcoming GE15.

~ training election-workers and offi- -

i - in place since Dec 15 last year,

‘of using electronic'voting: among

in Malaysia when elections are

| Department (Law and Parliament)
. 'Datuk Seri'Dr Wan Junaidi

| this matter with then'EC chalrman -
" Tan Sri Azhar Azizar Harun,

| Peninsular Malaysm Or

A “'The ECis P)q:mctmv an increase -

cal tools and equipment for the
“Currently, we are focusmg on’

cials on the ground,” it said. - :
The EC says the need for mmore '
polling facilities:and workersis | -
due to the increase in'voters —a (i
result from:the move 'to lower *
the minimum voting age to:18
and allowing automaue voter.
registration. : 7o e
“With these moves, the num
ber of registered voters splked
from 15 mﬂ]lon to 21 mﬂllon Zit
saysii
’I’he lowermg of the minimum
voting age from 21 to 18 and ‘auto-
matic voterregistration have been

‘-rn‘! we -’*"t'\'ﬂ-m\i-@n‘n»u«?cﬂmqws éw s'oﬂao"odoic.oc
On Monday, it was reported that” least three days before po]lmg ‘
the EC was'studying the possﬂnllty .day,” Bersih chau:man Thomas i
- Fanri'says.. s Gl

He beheves such: _-ystem st
"petter'than postal votas; which is
- at risk of mampulauon by politi- -
cians when:money:is offered for i
blank postal ballots.

“We also-call for a total refonn )
of postal voting for all Malaysians:
who areliving ( overseas durmg '
“electionsi?i v i

- “The current methods used by
. the ECto process postal vote:.
apphcations isitoo archaic.and:
- manual,” hesays, adding that.
- Bersih ‘estimates that the potenual P
pool of eligible overseas voters is: 8
about1.7 million. -
versa, L “We also call for the use of. th‘
torapply for a change of constitus - MySPR portal (where;voters can
ency based'on theu' current place - «check their status, myspr.spL. gov
_of residence. . my) toallow postal voters to -
- Evoting or not; experts are hop- download PDE version of ba]lots

methads thatwould allow:*
Malaysians to vote while away
from their home states. This
includes those'from Sabah and
Sarawak'who are in other states

Penaeae

held.
Minister;in the Pr1me Minister” S

Tuanku Jaafar said’he had raised

Forthe time being, the EC '
encourages Sabahans and. =~
Sarawakiansresiding in = o -

dates that they think have credi- :
" bility and potential,” he says.

j -hkely cometo vote to enjoy the:
feeling of voting for the first -

“as.citizens.

‘the political parties over certain
_ matters, they may turn away as

qu.!é..‘..)c&i&:#%@aa_é

'win the'election, or. candi-.
Young and new voters will

time and exercising their rights

If voters are not happy with

a mark of protest Prof N1k

“But general elecu Sin
MalaYSxa have often gamered

" - political parties that everything is -

above board and there is no suspi-
cion at'all of any wrongdoing or

- ill-intentioned af*t 7 Syed Arabi

adds.

Coalition for Clean and Fair
Elections (Bersih) chairman
Thomas Fann believes that evoting
is certainly a means that is worth
exploring for elections.

This is especially true with

* blockchain technology, which is a
- growing list of records called

blocks, securely linked together
using cryptography. The technolo-
gy makes; it difficult to alter data
onceit is recorded ‘making things
like cryptocurrency (or virtual

. money) possible. 4y

“I believe with the wide accept—
ance of blockchain technology it is -

ot agquestion ofif but when evot-

ing will be a reality for elections.
“However, it is not something

that should he hastily implement-

ed without wide public support

~‘because the most critical element

of an election is the level of public
confidence in the process, ” Fann
says:

" “People must have complete ‘con-
fidence that the voting platform is
secure, secret and yet transparent
to election monitors: '

“To arrive at sucha level of con-
fidence, the'EChas to engage the
besttechnologists and all stake-
holders,” Fann says.

v ITUM Jaw professor Prof Dr Nik
Ahmad Kamal Nik Mahmod says
evoting has alot of advantages,
especially convemence and ease of
useri

He: beheves 1t will also help :
increase voter turnout, especially
for overseas voters and young vot- -
ersiaged!18to 21.

© “The'young generation who are:

- moreIT savvy w111 welcome such

a move.
“The older generation and peo-
ple whd:are not as exposed to



‘Better planning:

yvas i i e - , D Ap In some countries, '
technology will need to be taught : . ‘ : A\ : _polit_icia_n§ don't

and guided,” he says. see elections as a

Nonetheless, the main challenge : : b ; - gamble or hope to
of evoting is the problem of per- i : ' ; ~ambush the., «
ception. : . ' : - APRIL j Opposition by

“No matter how secure and pro-
tected the system is, there will still
be allegations of rigging and com-
promised security,” he points out. JANUARY

As such, it is important to deal
with the trust deficit and bad per- n ¥ : :
ception of evoting before imple- P o
menting any such system. =

“Do it on a small scale first,such | ¢ 10 1 12
as in a by-election, local council 1o 20
election, or local university stu- 16
dent election, and generally gauge Gu2A
the reception of voters and the
public,” suggests Prof Dr Nik 30 3
Ahmad. : :

: calling a surprise
Cres B s v« election S8 g =
: ; — Freepik.com
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Old school is best

For Universiti Sains Malaysia ; ;
senior lecturer Azmil Tayeb, con-. W T ¥R
ventional voting by ballot paper is " i
still the way to go. :

He believes this is true even , 8 5 He?
with blockchain technology, which e
is said to be hacker-proof with a 12 13
decentralized nature that makes it o W
a much harder target.

“It still doesn’t address the vul-
nerability at the front-end of the
evoting process: voters’ devices .
used to send the eballot.

“Once compromised eballots
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have been secured into blocks, i
they become permanent and - . .
unchangeable, That's the worry,” T N -
he says. _ i i

i t i I
completely online evoting (without
special machines) as an option for

Azmil says Estonia is the only
high stakes elections. When theres so much uncertamty and speculatlon over somethlng as |mportant

country in the world that conducts _
evoting using the Internet for
nationwide elections. He points

Azmil says at present, evoting

out that most countries do not use
o i demecof | @s @ general election, not much of the work of governing can get done.




confidence in the secrecy and veri-
fiability of the vote compared with
conventional V(')Tl]l“

“Our public Internet mfrastru{:-
ture is still highly vulnerable to
outside interference.

“In evoting, interference can
take place from the moment vot-
ers cast their eballots until election
officials count those eballots,” he
says.

Azmil says the weakest point in
the evoting ecosystem is the vot-
ers’ own electronic devices.

“Unbeknown to voters, malware
- software designed to wreak
havoc and steal private informa-
tion — might have infected their
electronic devices.

“Malware in voters’ electronic
devices can manipulate choices
voters make on their eballots or
attach themselves to eballots to
infiltrate the central database used
by election officials to store the
votes,” he says.

To avoid external hackers and
security issues, the evoting ecosys-
tem could be disconnected from
public Internet networks.

“This can be achieved by only

carrying out evoting at polling sta- '

tions or designated kiosks in
selected government buildings.

“However, it means that voters
would still have to make their way
to public places te cast their votes,
which is not ideal during a pan-
demic.

“Sadly, when it comes to evoting,
this is as close as we can get to it,
given the set of technical challeng-
es we are facing now,” he says.

In May, PKR held its party elec-
tions through online voting but
there were some attempts to hack
into the Adil app that was used for
voting. ;

The party’s election committee
head Dr Zaliha Mustafa, however,
says they managed to prevent
such incidents. The committee also
investigated alleged manipulation
of the online voting process.

“IF you fail to plan, you plan to
fail.”

To avoid such failure, the
human race developed calen-
dars and clocks so that the

future can be broken into years,

seasons, months, weeks, days,
hours, minutes and seconds. We
limit uncertainty by planning
our planting and harvest, our
consumption, savings and
investments.

You could even say that civili-
sation is a process of minimising

Ancertainties. That is even true

of political life: leaders no
longer serve till their last
breath. They now have contract
jabs.

So could you tell me: Why do
we have to guess the date of the
15th General Election (GE15)? -
. Why can’t police and teachers
plan their family holidays ahead
knowing when they will be busy
over the elections?

Why can’t investors and fund
managers plan their portfolios
knowing when elections will be
called?

Most importantly, why can’t-
ministers plan:their work in
governing their country know-
ing when they will have to
defend their seats?

Look at other countries where
election dates are predictable.
In the United States, since 1845,
the presidential election always
falls on the first or second
Tuesday of November.

In 2007, Canada passed.a law
that requires general elections
to be held on “the third Monday
in October” every four years,
and this has been true in two
out of five elections since. All its
provinces and territories have
similar provisions.

Fixed election dates are natu-
ral for presidential countries
like the United States because

the president and the lawmak-
ers are separately elected and
both are meant to serve fu]l
terms.

However, with some flexibili-
ty it is possible in parliamentary
countries like Canada, the .
United Kingdom, Germany, New
Zealand, and in Malaysia too.

First, early elections must be
made possible when the govern-

-ment loses its parliamentary

majority. This is necessary if an
ousted government believes that
it currently enjoys popular sup-
port while the Parliament that

. ousted it has an outdated man-

date. -
Second, for whatever reason,:
if a supermajority, say two-

~ thirds, in Parliament believes

that they should have a new
mandate or the voters should be
given the chance to make their
new choice, then Parliament
must be allowed to seek early
dissolution. :
Why, in this idea of a full or
fixed term Parliament, can only
a supermajority - but not a sim-

- ple majority government -- seek

an early dissolution?

If a government can shorten
its lifespan to win a snap elec=
tion, it is detrimental'to the
Opposition, which eannot
choose the timing of the race.
More importantly, this conveni-
ence would also incentivise gov-
ernments to think short-term
and make populist promises
that may not be sustainable. The
ultimate losers would then be
the economy and society.

Now, in the Malaysian con-
text, the royal power to reject an
early election need not be affect-
ed. The idea is only to make

. early dissolution difficult,
. impossible without overwhelm-

ing support from the House. In
the opposite scenario, the King

could still withhold his assent
even if two-thirds of MPs back
the prime minister in seeking

- dissolution.

Notably, curbing the unpre-

dictability of the election calen-

dar can be done even without

~ Constitutional or legal require- .

ments.

The German Bundestag is
only expected to serve 36 to 48
months but all eight elections
after the end of the Cold War (in
the 1990s) have been held in the
second half of September.

Like-wise, New Zealand’s gen-
eral elections since 2005 have
always been held within the
months of September to
November at a three-year inter- .
val.

How do countries like
Germany and New Zealand get a
regular or predictable electoral
calendar without legally impos-
ing it? :

It is in their political culture.
Their political elites do not see

elections as casinos. They do not .

bet on a good time. When in
government, they don’t hope to
ambush the Opposition by call-
ing a surprise election. Even
when losing popularity, they fin-
ish-their term because that is
their duty.

This is possible because their
citizens do not look at politics as

* pure Machiavellian games and

laugh when, actually, they them-
selves are the sacrifice on the
political altar.

Those citizens expect govern-
ments to govern, not play gim-
micks. They won’t tolerate non-
sense like “waiting for inspira-
tion for a snap poll” or “going
into an election with an unden
bated hudget”

It is time for Malaysians to
reject sophistry like “we need an
early election to produce a

strong government”. Who can
guarantee an early election
would not produce a hung
Parliament if half of Malaysia is
covered by water in November?

Should we have another elec-
tion if ne party again wins a
simple majority? If we can then
deal with another hung
Parliament, why can't we deal
with it now?

Incidentally, post-Cold War
Germany and New Zealand,
from 1996 to 2000, always had
hung Parliaments. But this has
not stopped Germany from
becoming Europe’s strongest
economy or New Zealand from
having one of the world’s best
management of Covid-19.

For all their loud noises, those
who want an early election may
not have the power to enforce
it. If Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Ismail Sabri Yaacob does not
want to seek an early dissolu-
tion, can his party afford to sack
him?

We are most likely to see the
speculated election date being
postporned from September to
November, then to next March,
and maybe next May, June, July
or even August.

With such looming uncertain-
ty, nobody can really plan for
the months to come. Not police
or teachers. Not investors and
fund managers. Most important-
ly, not ministers when we need

- them to manage the 3Es -- econ-

omy, endemics and environ-
ment — Crisis.

So Malaysians, why must we
continue to plan to fail?

Prof Wong Chin Huat is a political
scientist at the Jeffrey Sachs
Center on Sustainable
Development, Sunway Unlversny,

Malaysia. The views expressed

here are solely his own.



