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“This guy had taken a seat in-




ESTERN leaders
meeting here yester-
day will agree to
strengthen their
forces in Eastern Europe and in-
crease military aid to Ukraine as
the Russian assault on its neigh-
bour entered its second month.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged peo-
ple around the world to take to
the streets in solidarity with his
country, where thousands of peo-
ple have been killed, millions be-
come refugees, and cities have
been pulverised since Russian
President Vladimir Putin un-
leashed his invasion on Feb 24.
In Mariupol, the southern port
city that has come to symbolise
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stead of me and then they all got
blown up in that car,” she said,
pointing to the mangled remains
of the vehicle. “It could have been
me,” she sobbed.

Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple have been hiding in basements
in Mariupol with no running wa-
ter, food, medicine or power.

Reuters reached a part of the
city captured by Russian forces.
No independent journalists have
reported from the Ukrainian-
held part of the besieged city in
more than a week.

Ukrainian officials said they,

had pushed back the invaders in
other areas, including around the

capital Kyiv, thwarting Russian

hopes of a swift victory.
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In Brussels, Western leaders
were expected to warn Putin his
country would pay “ruinous”
costs for invading UKraine during
a series of North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (Nato), G7 and Eu-
ropean Union summits yesterday
and teday. United States Presi-
dent Joe Biden is among those
attending.

Alarmed by-the prospect that i
‘Russia might escalate the war,

:Nato nations will agree to send
Kyiv equipment to defend
against biological, chemical and
nuclear attacks.

“We must ensure that the de-
cision to invade a sovereign in-
dependent country is understood
to be a strategic failure that car-
ries with it ruinous costs for Putin
and Russia,” Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau told the
EU Parliament. :

"Nato Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg said the alliance
would boost its forces in Eastern
Europe by deploying four new
battle groups in Bulgaria, Hun-
gary, Romania, Slovakia.

Zelenskyy, who will address the
Nato and EU summits by video
conference, said he expected “se-
rious steps” from Western allies.
He repeated his call for a no-fly
zone, although Western leaders
have rejected this as a move that
would drag them directly into the
war. :

The Ukrainian leader, who has
won admiration across the West
for his leadership under fire, also
called on people around the
world to demand an end to the
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A man salvaging items from a damaged house in the city of Zhytomyr,

northern Ukraine, on Wednesday. AFP PIC

bloodshed.

“Come from your offices, your
homes, your schools and univer-
sities, come in the name of peace,
come with Ukrainian symbols to
support Ukraine, to support free-
dom, to support life,” he said in a
video address.

Meanwhile, Beijing yesterday
accused the Nato chief of
“spreading disinformation” with
claims that China had backed

"Russia’s war against Ukraine,

amid growing international pres-
sure to distance itself from
Maoscow.

China has refused to condemn
close ally Russia over the bloody
invasion of Ukraine and lagged
behind many other countries in

providing humanitarian aid to
the war-stricken country.

Stoltenberg on Wednesday ac-
cused China of giving political
backing to Russia as it invades
Ukraine by “spreading blatant
lies”, and warned Beijing against
providing material support to
Moscow’s war effort.

Beijing’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin said
that “accusing China of spreading
false information about Ukraine is
itself spreading disinformation”.

“China’s position is consistent
with the wishes of most coun-
tries. Any unwarranted accusa-
tions and suspicions against Chi-
na will be defeated,” he said yes-
terday. Reuters



