Russian missiles hit Kyiv outskirts

'Invaders- bombed in the sbuth as Ukraine tries to disrupt supply-lines

KYIV: Ukraine stepped up its coun-
ter-attacks.against Russian forces in
the south while Moscow hombed

Kyiv’s outskirts for the first time in-

weeks as Europe’s biggest conflict
since ‘World War ‘Two dragged on
with no end in sight.

Fifteen people were injured
when missiles hit military installa-
tions in Vyshhorod district on the
edge of the Ukrainian capital on
Thursday, Kyiv regional Governor
Oleksiy Kuleba said on Telegram.

Air raid sirens blared as Ukrain-

ian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
addressed parliament alongside vis-
iting Lithuanian President Gitanas
Nauseda, as Ukraine marked its Day
of Ukrainian Statehood with a pub-
lic: holiday for the first time on
Thursday.

“It doesm’t matter with what
Russia threatens us; whether'it’s air-
raid sirens or something else, what
is important is that we make other
countries fall in love with our firm-
ness? Zelenskiy said.

Getting closer: A man watching smoke r|smg whlle fishing after
Russian forces launched a missile attack near Kyiv. — AP

The attac_k shattered the sense of
normalcy that has returned to life
in Kyiv since Russian forces aban-
doned attempts to capture the city

in the first weeks of the war, in the
face of fierce Ukrainian resmﬁg\
More than 10 Russian

also hit the Chernihiv regmn north-
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east of Kyiv, regional Governor
Vyacheslav Chausov told Ukrainian
TV. Like Kyiv, Chernihiv had not
been targeted for weeks.

“This was Russia offering greet-
ings on Ukraine’s Day of State Sover-
eignty,” he said, adding there were
concerns about a “second phase of
ground operations by the enemy”.

The North district command of

the Ukrainian armed forces said
more than 20 missiles had been
fired at Chernihiv region bordering
Russia from a base in Belarus -
Russia’s ally.

In the south, Ukraine said its
planes struck five Russian strong-
holds around the city of Kherson
and another nearby city, where it is
focusing:its higgest counter-offen-
sive since Russia’s invasion began
on Feb 24.

The Kherson region, which bor-

ders Russian-annexed Crimea, fell

to Russian forces soon after they
began what Moscow calls “a special
military operation”. Ukraine

describes Russia’s actions as an
imperial-style war of conquest.

Ukraine has used Western-supp-
lied long-range missile systems to
badly damage three bridges across
the River Dnipro in recent weeks,
making it harder for Russia to sup-
ply its forces on the western bank.

British intelligence said the strat-
egy was starting to isolate Russian
forces in the Kherson region.

“Russia’s 49th Army, stationed on
the west bank of the Dnipro River,
now looks highly vulnerable,” it
said in an intelligence bulletin.

Kherson city was now virtually
cut off from the other territories
occupied by Russia.

“Its loss would severely under-
mine Russia’s attempts to paint the
occupation as a success,” British
intelligence said.

Ukraine says it has retaken some
small settlements on the region’s
northern edge in recent weeks as it
tries to push Russian forces back.
— Reuters




