PUBLIC MOBILITY

Is electric minibus a cost-effective solutior:jf to public transport woes?
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PUBLIC transport provides people
with economic mobility and ac-
cess to employment, community
resources, medical care and recre-
ational opportunities in cities and
towns across Malaysia.

Citizens and the country ben-
efit from public transport in a va-
riety of ways.

First and foremost, efficient
and effective public mobility will
bring economic benefits to cit-
izens.

Efficient public transport would
improve road congestion, thus
improving commuters’ produc-
tivity.

For the government, this would
improve fuel usage efficiency
and substantially reduce the gov-
ernment’s costin subsidising fuel
for commuters as it would cut

down on commuters using per-
sonal vehicles.
Wider spublic transport use

among the population would also”

reduce air pollution in the cities
and towns.

However, the key issue is,
what type of public transport
could provide the most effective
mode of transportation to the
public, taking into account the
capital expenditure and cost
of operations to the system
provider, and can these costs be
recovered from the price of tick-
ets and the revenue earned by the
provider?

Furthermore, the effective ar-
eas of coverage by the transport
system. must be taken into ac-
count as each city and country
has different demographics.

So, what works in Singapore,
for example, may not work in
Malaysia.

While we all look with admi-
ration at the latest public trans-
portation systems like mass rapid
transit, light rail transit (LRT)

“and other latest technology, the

cost of building and operating
these systems must be taken into
account, especially in the present
situation of the Malaysian econ-

omy and the loomlqg global re-
cession. .

For instance, the China Rail-
way, which operates efficiently
with huge numbers of commuters
in China, has a debt of US$900

_b1111on

In this case, can the Malaysian
government and its government-
linked companies, like Prasarana,
afford to spend more b1111ons of
ringgit to expand
the LRT line while it

Citizens and

quisition and operating the buses
is affordable for many small- and
medium-sized companies.

The use of electric power in
minibuses means huge savings in
operating and maintenance costs
for the operators.

In Kuala Lumpur and the sur-
rounding areas, for example, the
Kuala Lumpur City Hall could
plan the routes to cover all the
housingestates and
commercial areas.

is suffering millions With such an ex-
of losses in operat- the country tensive coverage.
ing costs? beneytt from commuters no

From my analysis, .
the most effective
mode of transporta-
tion for cities and

ways.
towns in Malaysia is

public transport
in a variety of

longer need to drive
to the LRT station
to take a train to
their destination.
Some commuters

the use of the hum-
ble minibuses of the electric
kind.

Now that bus services in many
Chinese cities are using electric
buses, such vehicles would also
be the most effective and effi-
cient mode of public transport in

Kuala Lumpur and other cities

and towns. :

Electric minibus services can
be provided by a number of pri-
vate operators as the cost of ac-

will take the elec-
tric minibus to the LRT station,
and others will take the electric
minibus for their last-mile jour-
ney.

Once the routes are finalised,
City Hall could appoint operators
to cover the routes planned. This
may provide new business oppor-
tunities to small- and medium-
sized companies by becoming
the route operatozrs.

The rate of charges canbe fixed

by City Hall to standardise the
fares that commuters will pay for
the service.

It would also provide an expan-
sion to the bus-building industry
as building these electric minibus-
es is within the capability of
Malaysia’s bus bulldmg compa-
nies.

The use of an electric power-
train instead of an internal com-
bustion engine means lower cost
of fuel and maintenance. 3

The operator could offer the
most economical mode of trans-
portation to the commuters .
and vyet still be profitable to op-.
erate.

Most importantly, by farmmg
out this important public service
to private companies, the govern-
ment would save billions of ring-
git in expanding the LRT and op-
erating it.

To reiterate, the electric minibus
is the solution to economical
and efficient public transport
in Malaysia’s major cities and
towns.
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